Follow me on my Seenic River Cruise Journey from Amsterdam
4/ Y

Day 6-7: Arnhem —Amsterdam Disembarkation

Our ship docked before breakfast in Arnhem-famous for many reasons including the failed WWII
Operation Market Garden- an attempt by the allies to secure this bridge and bring the war to an
end led to 10 days of fierce fighting and was inspiration for A Bridge Too Far movie. Many did the
Airbourne Museum excursion and found it very moving. | chose the excursion to Palais Het Loo-
about a 30-minute drive which showcases this amazing royal palace and grounds built in the late
1600s by the Dutch royal family and still a favourite residence by the current king and his family.
The grounds are extensive and inside the palace you can visit the east wing featuring furnishings
and art from the original royal couple who built the estate- William and Mary. The picture gallery
and bed chambers are especially stunning. The west wing features the private quarters of Queen
Wilhelmina from 19th and 20th century- a young girl whose childhood was cut short when she
became the heir to the throne at 10 years of age and had to put her dolls away forever. She is the
present king’s great grandmother. Her lifetime of service made me think of the similar path
Queen Elizabeth II’s life took although she was an adult when she became queen.

This palace truly provides insights into Royal life that | had not considered or encountered before-
if royalty interest you it is a must see!

We set sail mid afternoon and had the opportunity to relax while sailing in the daytime. Although
we were also doing training while onboard, the regular cruise itinerary would be a well balanced
schedule of a choice of enlightening and interesting excursions plus time when you are sailing
and able to relax on your balcony or go up to the sun deck or other public areas- enjoying a hot
beverage you make at the drink stations or the talented bar staff creates for you. You will find the
cultural excursions appealing but also there are those random moments.... the grandfather and
little boy on the rivers edge pausing to admire the ship and wave to you; the cars and bicycles
stopped on either side of the river while they wait for a ship to pass until the ferry can launch; the
sheep and cattle munching on the river’s edge, the cargo ships laden with various goods who ply
the river regularly and can even end up in the same lock as your ship and yes you will be
fascinated by transiting many locks. Itis an engineering marvel so remember the river and its
inhabitants are as much a part of what you will experience as the excursions will be and that is
one of the most special aspects of river cruising.
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After one last enjoyable evening and delicious meal, we were up early the next morning to
disembark-between 830- 930 for either a transfer to Amsterdam train station or the airport. We
had ended the cruise in Zandam rather than Amsterdam which was handled expertly by the
amazing crew. River cruising can sometimes need to adjust your docking location for a variety of
reasons and that is ok because this expert team has your comfort and security always top of

mind. This is another really impressive aspect of river cruising. These are intimate sized ships,
and you will get to know and love the crew who look after you so well.

Todays Photos.
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